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Security Affairs under President Ron-
ald Reagan, said:

Our military and intelligence leadership
have recognized, under both the George W.
Bush and the Obama administrations, that
climate change will present real and costly
risks to our national security and that the
effects are going to get worse if we don’t do
something about it very soon. As General
Douglas MacArthur warned about the dan-
gers of unpreparedness for war, we don’t
want to be too late.

The President-elect will hear from
our National Labs and from NOAA and
NASA, the folks who put a rover on
Mars and are driving it around and
may know a little bit about real
science, about the robust scientific
consensus on climate change, and the
urgency to change our course. If he
doesn’t trust our own scientific agen-
cies, he can go to any major university
in any State in the Nation and confirm
what the government and military ex-
perts tell him.

The President-elect will hear from
world leaders who have pledged, along-
side the United States, to work across
borders to limit carbon emissions. The
Paris Agreement brought nearly 200
countries together with the common
goal of keeping global warming below 2
degrees Celsius and avoiding the most
catastrophic outcomes for the planet
and its people.

He will also hear from CEOs across
America, particularly those in the food
and agriculture sectors who are living
with climate change consequences
every day, and from many others that
we need to quit fooling around.

I hope the President-elect will listen
to these voices of reason and expertise.
The people in our Nation certainly are
listening. Polls show over 60 percent of
Americans are concerned about global
warming, and more than 80 percent of
Americans favor action to reduce car-
bon pollution.

Rhode Island, the Ocean State, would
tell the administration that the oceans
are the frontlines of climate change.
The oceans have absorbed approxi-
mately 30 percent of the excess carbon
dioxide that we have added to the at-
mosphere since the Industrial Revolu-
tion—30 percent of it. They have also
absorbed roughly 90 percent of the ex-
cess heat trapped in the atmosphere by
those greenhouse gases. Without the
oceans to absorb that added heat and
carbon dioxide, we would not be wor-
ried about the 2-degree warming limit
the world community is racing to
avoid. We would be looking at a 30-de-
gree increase, and life as our species
knows it on this planet would be over.

Oceans have spared us thus far from
disaster, but what they have done to
buffer our self-inflicted harm comes at
its own cost. Global ocean tempera-
tures are rising. In Rhode Island, Nar-
ragansett Bay’s mean water tempera-
ture is up nearly 4 degrees Fahrenheit.
Our Rhode Island lobster fishery is
crashing, and our winter flounder fish-
ery is gone.

As water warms, of course, it also ex-
pands, and as glaciers melt, they add to
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the volume of the ocean. That is why
sea levels are rising worldwide. The
water is up about 10 inches at the New-
port Naval Station tide gauge since the
1930s, and the Navy is actively plan-
ning how to defend the Norfolk Naval
Station from rising seas.

The effect of the ocean’s absorbing
all that carbon dioxide is a little dif-
ferent. It causes a chemical reaction. It
is making ocean water more acidic.
The ocean is acidifying and doing so at
the fastest rate in 50 million years.
Considering we have only been on the
planet as a species for about 200,000
years, that is a long, long interval.

Rhode Island’s clammers,
lobstermen, and aquaculture growers
are watching with real alarm the dam-
age acidified seas are doing. On Amer-
ica’s northwest coast, oyster hatch-
eries have already experienced signifi-
cant losses when their new hatches
were unable to grow their shells in the
acidified seawater. Off the coasts of
Washington, Oregon, and Northern
California, 50 ©percent of ocean
pteropods were measured to have ‘‘se-
vere shell damage,’”” mostly from acidi-
fied seas. If that species collapses, the
bottom falls out of the oceanic food
chain.

As the oceans go, so goes the planet.

It is my sincere hope that President-
Elect Trump will feel the call of his-
tory, of reason, and of patriotism to
live up to the awesome responsibilities
he now will bear.

The 22nd session of the Conference of
the Parties to the U.N. Framework
Convention on Climate Change, the so-
called COP-22, is now taking place in
Marrakech, Morocco. A similar gath-
ering took place in Copenhagen 7 years
ago. A full-page ad in the New York
Times then called for passage of cli-
mate legislation in the United States
for investment in the clean energy
economy and for leadership to inspire
the rest of the world to join the fight
against climate change. It said:

We must embrace the challenge today to
ensure that future generations are left with
a safe planet and a strong economy. . . . We
support your effort—

They said to President Obama—
to ensure meaningful and effective measures
to control climate change, an immediate
challenge facing the United States and the
world today. Please don’t postpone the
earth. If we fail to act now, it is scientif-
ically irrefutable that there will be cata-
strophic and irreversible consequences for
humanity and our planet.

That full-page ad from which we took
this was signed by Donald J. Trump,
Chairman and President of the Trump
organization. The signatories also in-
cluded his children, Donald Jr., Eric,
and Ivanka. Their future and their rep-
utations are at stake too.

The President-elect campaigned
against big special interests control-
ling Washington, and he mocked Re-
publican politicians groveling before
the Koch brothers at their ‘‘begathon,”
as he called it. He has a simple choice
now. He can make his own decisions
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based on the best recommendations of
our military, our national science lab-
oratories, and our great universities, or
he can fall in tow to the Koch broth-
ers—the biggest special interest of
them all.

He can believe our National Labs and
our National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, or he can believe the
National Enquirer. He can believe our
military or he can believe the fossil
fuel industry’s denial apparatus. He
can believe established scientific prin-
ciples or he can believe fanciful con-
spiracy theories. His choice will be
fateful, and the world and history will
both be watching.

Thank you, Mr. President.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
TIiLLIS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

RECOGNIZING COMMERCE
LEXINGTON INC.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
wish to recognize an organization in
my home State that has been honored
for the fine work it is doing for the
people of central Kentucky. Commerce
Lexington, Inc., the chamber of com-
merce organization for greater Lex-
ington, has been named Chamber of the
Year by the Association of Chamber of
Commerce Executives, ACCE. In doing
s0, it beat other chambers of commerce
from across the country, including
those representing Brooklyn, NY;
Jacksonville, FL; and Tacoma, WA.
This is the first time Commerce Lex-
ington Inc. has won this award.

ACCE’s Chamber of the Year award
recognizes the leadership role cham-
bers of commerce play in both their re-
spective business communities and in
civic life. To win the award, Commerce
Lexington Inc. had to compete against
hundreds of other chambers, including
those from 93 of the top 100 U.S. metro
areas.

ACCE presented the award to Com-
merce Lexington Inc. at its annual con-
vention in Savannah, GA, this past Au-
gust. Commerce Lexington Inc. has
been a finalist for the award 3 years in
a row—2014, 2015, and 2016. And in addi-
tion to receiving the Chamber of the
Year award, Commerce Lexington Inc.
also earned one of ACCE’s top commu-
nications/marketing honors, the Grand
Award.
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